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BY DUNCAN H. BROWN

MOVIE REVIEW

Good nght and Good Luck starring David Slathairn and George Clooney

Gnnd Night, and Good Luck 1s a stun-
ning, moving look back at a broad-
caster in the 19505 who stood up to
authority in order to say what he
thought was true. It stands in painfu!
contrast to the broadcasters and jour-
nalists of today, who seem more inter-
ested in ratings and staying safe and
“balanced” than in speaking the truth,
no matter how uppapular that truth
might be with the politicians who are
spinning, bobbing and weaving around
- that truth.

Edward R. Murrow was at the top of
his game when he took an UGS,
Representative Joseph McCarthv, whose
House Committee on Un-American
Activities was cutting a broad swath
through people’s rights and lives.
Murrow found evidence suggesting thal
MeCarthy wasn't telling the truth in his
accusations and claims, and decided to
pursue it. His producer Fred Friendly
supported him on i, and together they
strupgled 1o tell the story, regardless of
the personal consequences to them-
selves and their careers. This included
going to CBS head William Paley to
make their case to be aliowed to contin-
ue with the story in spite of the pull-out
of sponsors.

The black-and-white photoagraphy
makes this movie especially effective,
though no doubt Ted Turner will col-
orize it when it's shown on TBS. There
are also some stark cultural difterences
between then and now: foremost for me

was that everyone in the movie is smok-
v cimzeatta gfar-riparette; We Seon 99e
TV advertisernents saying how healthy
and stimulating smoking 1s for you.
We've come a long way, baby.

As Murrow, David Stathairn is

masterful. He gives a restrained, meas-
ured performance. His Murrow is nat
an orator, and he isn't given to colorful
emoiional outbursts. But his quiet,
forceful style makes the message he ends
up deliveriag all the more believable.

Gieorge Clooney is very well-behaved
as Fred Friendly. He reminds us that
there 15 a talented actor behind all those
action thrillers he's glided through with
his good looks and breesy manner [n
this movic he 15 dedicated, thoughtiul,
and supportive of Murrow s decision 1o
delve into McCarthvism. He knows
there may be bad cunsequences, but he
does it because he Knows it's right.

Frank Langela is also grear fun as Bill
Palev, head of CBS. He has a finger in
the air to test which way the wind is

lowing, and has the ultimate courzge
1o let hi: employees follow the truth
wherever it takes them. Men and
women of his integrity seem sadlv miss-
ing in today's mainstream media.

George Clooney directed this movie,
and was also one of the producers. This
is an impressive piece of work, he's tu be
applauded for helping to create it

This movie is still relevant today as we
continue 1o struggie o find the balance
hetween truth and spin, between poli-
tics and real life, between corruption
and integrity, and between character
and apprarance. None of these strugeles
belongs to one pariicuiar politicad party,
it's the tension (and challenge) to be
found 1n 2l of them. Good Night, and
CGood Luck is a fascinating and imspiring
fitm.

| Goed Night, and Good Luck and
Memopirs of a Gersha start Friday at the
CoEd in Fairfield.]



