UMMER BRINGS TO MIND

Horatio Homblower, the naval

hero created by C.5. Forester.

Hormblower lived during the
Mapoleonic war between France and Eng-
bamd (1793 tev 1815). It was fought on land
(most famously at Waterloo) and sca
(most Bamously at Trafalgar) The Hormn-
blower series was wrilten from 1937-
|66, Like other worthwhile books, they
continue in print to this day, The cable net
wiork A&E has made two decent mini-
serics on Horano Hormblower starmng
loan Crulfudd, the first recounting his days
as a mdshipmen and the second his nime
as a hieutenant

I fell in love with Hormblower on ms
SUITIMAT wacabions, I".."-\.ILlli'I_l-.'L and ru‘ru.‘;uduq.‘
the books i omy grandmother's beach
house i Maine. C.8. Forester s a great
storvteller. He always rewards the reader
by caretully and tully answermg the time-
less question, “What comes next?™ His
imventiveness is hmitless, s characters
realistie, and the evenls he [1|UJ|}_E¢."« his
hero it make for excitmg reading. | e 15
o master of desenption, and the detals he
weaves 1nto fus stones bring the reader
into them fully, Aldso, Horblower s a
complex and interesting character. He
doubts himsell and his molives, bul has a
Hlexible and clear mand that allows Bim o
solve the vanous challenges that besct
[,

Hornblower's saga beging when he
jonns the British Royal Navy as a midship
man at age 15 mn Mr. Mudshigpeman Horn
flower, A Mudshopman s the lowesd
ranked officer, vel with responsibilities
it nclude leading a squadron ol enlested

men and learming the imcredible range ol

Going to Sea

(_.S. Foresters Horatio Hornblower Series
BY DUNCAN BROWN

kKnowledpe o man needs 1o man, g, and
sail a three-masted sanlime shap of the 15th
century. Also to be learned s navigation
by star, log, and calculution, spherical
trigonomeiry

gunnery, and so
o, L owas on
i!'l:1ll.1 SETVICE,
doing desperate
duly 1o protect
England  from
the l.];.'|lll.'|.1.'.

mons  of  the
French, English
POWET Wils 5Ei
power; 1l was the Bribsh Navy alone thal
stood  belween  Mapoleon and  world
cInpre

Mr. Mudshipman Hormblower 15 one ol
my favorites of the series. It is picced
together of vignetles of Hornblower s
srronwan farmlierity wath has new hife and
r::h[u:u:nu.ihililiuh Failures and successes
together, we see the stan of the formation
o an interesting character,

[ the second book, {rewieman florm-
Plomwer, Foresier tells us a story of despotic
command and mutiny, 1 Hormblowe
doesn’t watch oul, he could be hung for
(LS ETLIR

Flevenblemwer aned the Hr.lr'.fir.r.r shows s

Homblower i his Tiest independent com
mand of a fngate, laking part in the block-
ade oLl the coast ol France near Brest. This
s a0 preal read, apain precig together o
serics o engagements o @ rousing
tapesiry

HornBlower Daring the Crases reveals
the secrer lstory of what Homblower dad
during the months leading up o D ratadgar.
Hommblower, tiemporanly without com
mand, 15 asked o become a secrel agent
He must travel wo Spam and deliver torged
documents to the French Admaral, Vil
lenewve, which will hopelully cause him
o sl trom s protected harbor and
engagee Melson at Trafalgar, This bodok also
meludes two Homiblower shior stones,

Heornblower
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ADSTRAL HORNMLCTER
I THEWEST INIMES

vl e Atrops
takes us from
Melson's
|l|||.l..'li1t o 1he
Thames River
in London 1o
Turkish walers
in  search of
sunken treasure,

Mext are the
three books that
compnse Captan Horatio Hormblower:
Beat to Quarters, Ship of the Line, and

Flyeng Colors. These were the first three
Hornblower books that Forester wrote,
and many consider them his linest works.
feat to Quarters starts on a long and per-
ilous journey to Central Amenica to work
with a dubious ally against the Spanish
Empare. In Sfup eof the Line, Homblower
II]1:I||_'!.' B coinmand ol a .ahip of the line,
a term only applied 1o large capital ships
with three decks and ot least 74 cannons,
In Fiving Cofowrs, Homblower must
escape from Napoleon's soldiers and a
sentence of death in the hean of France

Bevond these books are Commodore
Haornblower (a tnip to Russia), Lord
Hornblower (Hormblower's Linal, per-
sonal battle aganst Napoleon's Empire),
and Admiral Hornblower in the West
frnclies. 1 recommend all of them, and i
you catch the Hormblower bug hike me,
you'll be sorry there are only 11 Horn-
blower books,

Ihere's also a wonderful atlas and com
mentary on the Hornblower senies, The
Hornbilower Compraneorr. 10 1s Dilled with
porgeous maps of Hornblower's travels
and engagements by samuel H, Bryant,
and has an m-depth commentary by
Forester on how he came to write cach
Homblower book. Forester even provides
a Lascinating essay on his creative wrting
process. Once he had fully perminated an
idea for a book (he describes his use of his
subconscious tor this), he would sit and
viswalize i three dimensions and with all
five senses all the events. He was even
able w witness the thouphits and feeling of
his characters. As he describes o, all he
had to do was report what he had seen and
heard and expenenced, and there was the
new hook, |



