M DECEMBER 1Y WHEN
WL sereens arowmd the
world light up with the pre

micre of The Fellowship of

the Ring, moviegoers will be able to see
the first of three lve-action adaptations of

LR.R. Tolkien's epic trilogy, The Lord of

the Riegs. Judging from the movie's web-
site, wivw lordafthering s net, loving atten-
hon has been paid to the books, and n
looks Like the movie will do justice Lo
Tolkien’s phenomenally successtul Fan-
tasies, which have sold over 10D million
copics since their publication in 1954-55.

John Ronald Rewvel Tolkien (15492.
1973) was o university professor of
medicval studies and English Itersture in
Enpland. For Dire Hobbaee (1938) ad the
Loved af the Rores tnlogy, | olkien created
Middle Lanh,

shetched oul maps of ats geography. He

an entire waorld, and
popalated Maddle Farlowath an amazing
'-..'ll'il'[:'-' ol peoples and procecded Lo
develop Limguages for cach ol them, along
wille detaled histories ranging back thou
sinds ol years, Wath tHos Tramework, he
wrote i heroic tale that caplures the char
acter of Middle Farth

he invented Bangoages and histornes
are interesting m themselves, bul the sl
Pasanatinge gl of Talkwen™s workl are the
unicue peaples he imagined. Far from cre-
ating the stock characters common o fairy
stories, Tolkicn invests the elves, dwarves,
trolls, wizards, aned hobbits with realistic
and bBelievable charactershics, making
them memorable individuals.

Short amd towgh, dwarves are the stone-
hewers, craftspeaple, and metalworkers
of Muddle Barth, Though long-lived, they
are mortal, Elves are the elder race, peo-
ple of starlight and song and memory, and
their memeonies are long mdeed, since they
are immonal, Men in Tolkien's stories arc
recognizably men, though medieval in a
culture rich with kings and knights and
peasants. Hobbils are shon, like dwarves,
but are more man-like in appearmee. They
lowe comfor, good food and drink, and a
warm fire on a cold I1igh1- One of ther
chicldelights is the claborate birthday par-
ties they throw for each other. They simply
want to be left alone to live their lives in
prace.

Separated by the vast distances of Mid-

THEIW A S

EP LG H T

EMNIMG

MAGAZINE"

SOURCE

POPULAR

LU LT U RE

Lord of the Rings
Hobbits & elves & wizards—oh my!
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The first book of the (rilogy, The Feflowsfip of the iy, introdoces the main characters—
including the seven-fool mercourial wizard Gandall, above (played by Lan Mekellanj—and
precpels them ke a guest.

dle Earth, these peoples each live in their
own lands and have grown apart wath the
passape of ime. Once the donunant peo-
ple. the elves have retreated into a few
strongholds where they relive their menmo-
rics i songs, The dwindling dwarves
work i their lands at their mines and
tforges. Men, growing in numbers, pursue
agniculture and farming. Hobbils mind
their own gardens in their out-of-the-way
land, the Shire. Some interchange occurs
hetween the different peoples, but it is
mostly limited 1o trade carried on at the
borders of the vanous lands.
Unfortunately, an evil power dwells in
Middle Eanth: Suuron, the Dark Lord, a
sort of spirit filled with malice loward all
things and all creatures that roam free
under the sun. Sawron lives in the
benighted land of Mordor, and such is his
power and influence that s schemes and

wirs threaten to overwhelm all of the free
peoples of Middle Earth.

Sauron has his own evil and twisted ser-
vants, called orcs. Ores are a menace o all
the other peoples: they are in constant
armed conllict with them in ambushes,
attacks, and wars. Sauron also uses men
whom he has tricked or cowed into sub-
mussion and loyalty. Nothing less than rul-
ing all of Middle Earth will satisfy Sauron,

The final element in this world is magic,
wiclded both by Sauron (the dark variety,
of course) and by wizards, good magiciuns
wha labor on Ihe side of light and freedom.
Tolkien, however, gives his characters
freedom of choice: o wizard, man, dwarf,
clf, or hobbit can give their service to
Sawron instead of the good guys.

Tolkicn depicts Middle Earth as a place
of great beauty, and delights in pounng a
weallth of description into a walk through a

waood, along a brook, or up a mountain-
sice, [ believe Tolkicn channeled his deep
altection tor his native BEnglish country-
side into the detailed, loving descriptions
of the various places in Middle Earth,

The Lord of the Rings centers around a
guest, Thousands ol years ago, Sauron,
before he was known to be evil, worked
with elven smiths to forge magical Rings
of Power. But Sauron betrayed them, forg-
g his own Ring of Power, the One Ring,
into which he poured much of his native
strength so that it could rule all the other
rings, thus allowing him to take over Mid-
die Earth and all its peoples. The tale of
how Sauron lost the One Ring is an epic
i aksell: a great war was lought agamnst
Saurcon by an alhiance of men and elves,
and  Sauron was Lhinally overthrown,
though at great cost. Untortunately, his
Chne Ring wass not destroyed and thereby
Sauron continued o exist

Countless vears later, the ning reappears.
Savron learns of it and sends his ternble
servinls oo reclom it seems the One
Bang has found s way to the Shire, home
ol the hobbits, Tolkicn tells the story ol
the hobshit Frodo Baggans, who inherits (he
Cne Ring from his older cousin, Bilbo
Bapgins, Bilbo found the ring on a guest of
Iis oo as descrbed e Tolkien™s divert
g children’s story, The Hobba, (The
Lord of the Rings s written for adults,
thomgh children will also enpoy bl they
are old enough to distinguish fantasy from
reality.) Frodo must flee the familiar com-
forts of the Shire to escape Sauron’s min-
tons, and eventually must attempt 1o bring
the One Ring all the way to the land of
Maordor in order fo destroy 1.

Along the way he meets friends and
enemics and strange creatures, and expe-
riences wonderful and terrible events.
Tolkien is such a good storyleller thal by
the time | finished the 1,400 pages of the
three books (including extensive appen-
dices on the languages, historics, and cus-
toms of the pcoples of Middle Earth), 1
bepan 1o regret that The Lord of the Rings
was s0 short. For me, that's a good way o
tell just how well an author has succeeded
al his or her craft. ]

uncan Brown can be reached ai
efbrownitiowatelecom.ner.



